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Â Originally released in 1987, The Mayors: The Chicago Political Tradition gathered some of the

finest minds in political thought to provide shrewd analysis of Chicagoâ€™s mayors and their

administrations. Twenty-five years later, this fourth edition continues to illuminate the careers of

some of Chicagoâ€™s most respected, forceful, and even notorious mayors, leaders whose lives

were often as vibrant and eclectic as the city they served. In addition to chapters on the individual

mayorsâ€”including a new chapter on Rahm Emanuel, enhanced by an expert explanation of the

current state of the cityâ€™s budget by Laurence Msall, president of the Civic Federationâ€”this new

edition offers an insightful overview of the Chicago mayoral tradition throughout the cityâ€™s history;

rankings of the mayors evaluated on their leadership and political qualities; an appendix of

Chicagoâ€™s mayors and their years of service; and additional updated materials. Chicagoâ€™s

mayoral history is one of corruption and reform, scandal and ambition. This well-researched volume,

more relevant than ever twenty-five years after its first edition, presents an intriguing and informative

glimpse into the fascinating lives and legacies of Chicagoâ€™s most influential leaders.
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The credibility of the authors alone should merit ranking this tome as a must read for any true

Chicago-phile. If you appreciate the pathos, irony, audacity, hubris, melancholy, bewilderment,

sanctity, humor and nobility of Chicago politics, then the on-going saga that this book represents will

captivate you from cover to cover. Initially created more than 25 years ago, subsequent additions



have included analysis and history of the never-ending process of choosing the political dynasty that

will rule our city in a garden. While Chicago may still not be ready for reform, this book is ready to

show you why!Rich DanielsChicagoanMusical DirectorThe City Lights Orchestra

Paul Green is the undisputed expert on Chicago mayors and the city's colorful political history. This

book is both deeply insightful and highly entertaining, and is must read selection if you are

interested in Chicago politics.Keith KoenemanAuthor of First Son: The Biography of Richard M.

Daley[...]
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